








Produce Market Night MarketForsyth Plaza

Public Space Study: Forsyth Plaza
Forsyth Plaza is situated along Forsyth Street next to the iconic entrance to the Manhattan Bridge and connects two main commercial 
corridors of Chinatown: Canal Street and East Broadway. The plaza is long and narrow, bounded by the eastern side of the Manhattan 
Bridge roadway and bike path. In 2018, the NYC Department of Transportation completed a $3.6 million capital project to renovate 
the plaza. The upper-level area features 10,000 square feet of elevated public space, trees, plantings, movable chairs and tables, edge 
seating, lighting, and a drinking fountain. The lower level is home to a bustling daytime produce market which has provided affordable 
fresh fruits and vegetables to the community since 2005. The two spaces are connected by a long ADA accessible ramp along Forsyth 
Street as well as inviting steps on the corner of Canal Street that are often used as seating. 

Forsyth Plaza primarily serves locals, with the vast majority of users living or working in the neighborhood. Visitors appreciate the plaza’s 
convenience and vendors’ variety of affordable produce. However, visibility into the plaza is an issue, as the upper level is not visible 
from the street level and the area lacks activity after the vendor market closes in the late afternoon. Visitors also expressed concerns 
about homelessness, security, and sanitation. Since 2021, Think!Chinatown has partnered with Asian Americans for Equality through the 
Neighborhoods Now initiative to bring a seasonal night market to Forsyth Plaza, offering cultural programming and nighttime activity that 
enlivens the space while supporting Asian American small and micro businesses. The New York State Downtown Revitalization Initiative 
offers additional opportunities to enhance Forsyth Plaza, with proposals that include more lighting and additional electricity and water 
access on the plaza to facilitate more community events. 

How much time do you typically spend here? 

Walking through
2 or more hours

1 to 2 hours
1 hour or less

Less than 30 minutes
Less than 15 minutes  33%

 24%
 16%
 15%

 8%
4%

How do you typically use this space? 

 Shopping     94%

 Exercising     64%

 Socializing / Meeting friends   62%

 Commuting / Passing through   17%

 Other     4%

% Space User Responses

Source: Based on 136 plaza user surveys conducted by Think!Chinatown in Spring 2022.

When visiting this space, do you shop at 
nearby businesses?

94%
Yes

1%
No

5%
No Response

How often do you visit this plaza?

86%
Daily

13%
Weekly

1%
Monthly

0%
Rarely
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DATA APPENDIX

Area Demographics

Population Density (per square mile)

79,400            Chinatown

Manhattan

New York City

71,486 

27,845 

Total Population

57,159           Chinatown

Manhattan

New York City

1,631,993

8,419,316 

Average Household Size

2.30 Chinatown

Manhattan

New York City

2.07

2.60

Car Ownership

13.8% Chinatown

Manhattan

New York City

23.0%

45.4%

Commuting Patterns

   

77,023   Work in Chinatown, 
live elsewhere

3,276  Live & Work in Chinatown 

23,007   Live in Chinatown and 
work elsewhere

77,023 23,007 3,276 
Work Live

Assessed Commercial Corridors
Primary data on Chinatown storefront businesses 
presented on pg. 6-7 was gathered along 
commercial corridors throughout Chinatown within 
the area between Broome Street, Allen Street, 
Madison Street, Baxter Street, and Broadway.

Chinatown Context Area 
Demographic and employment data on pg. 16-17 
represents the population within the Chinatown 
neighborhood context area.

Trade Area 
Consumer spending data on pg. 12 corresponds to 
the 0.25 mile trade area.
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Local Residents’ Employment Jobs Located in Chinatown

Foreign-Born Population

52% Chinatown

  Manhattan

  New York City

29%

37% 

Median Age 

43.6 Chinatown

 Manhattan

 New York City

37.5

36.7

Race/Background Chinatown           MN             NYC

Chinatown           MN             NYC

Chinatown           MN             NYC

Under 5 Years

5–14 Years

15–24 Years

25–44 Years

45–64 Years

65+ Years

Population Age

3%

6%

11%

31%

24%

24%

6%

11%

12%

31%

25%

15%

Educational Attainment

Income

Median Household Income

$35,805  Chinatown

 Manhattan

 New York City

Pop. Below Poverty Line

28% Chinatown

 Manhattan

 New York City

16% 

18%

Employment

Unemployment*

5.6% Chinatown

 Manhattan

 New York City

5.2%

6.3%

Population in Labor Force

53% Chinatown

 Manhattan

 New York City

67%

64%

Local Jobs and Employment

Source: US Census Bureau, 2015-2019 American Community Survey; 2019 OnTheMap Application; NYS Department of Labor, May 2022.

Area Demographics

* Note: As of May 2022, the unemployment rate is 4.4% for Manhattan and 5.7% for New 
York City (NYSDOL); updated neighborhood-level data for Chinatown is not available.

Hispanic or Latino  
(of any race)

White alone

Black or African 
American alone

Asian alone

Two or more races

Some other race alone

American Indian and  
Alaska Native alone

Native Hawaiian and 
Other Pacific Islander

13%

 

18%

6%

60%

2%

0%

1%

0%

26%

 

47%

13%

12%

2%

0%

0%

0%

29%

 

32%

22%

14%

2%

1%

0%

0%

12th Grade or Less, 
No Diploma

High School Graduate

Some College, No Degree

Associate’s Degree

Bachelor’s Degree

Graduate or  
Professional Degree

42%

16%

7%

4%

22%

10%

13%

12%

10%

4%

32%

30%

18%

24%

14%

6%

22%

16%

$86,553    

$63,998   

5%

7%

11%

37%

24%

16%
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Educational Services, Health Care,  
Social Assistance 

Professional, Scientific, & Technical Services 

Accommodation, Food Services, Arts,  
& Entertainment 

Finance, Insurance, Real Estate 

Retail Trade

Manufacturing 

Transportation, Warehousing, Utilities

Public Administration 

Construction 

Other Services  

Educational Services, Health Care,  
Social Assistance 

Professional, Scientific, & Technical Services 

Accommodation, Food Services, Arts,  
& Entertainment 

Finance, Insurance, Real Estate 

Retail Trade

Manufacturing 

Transportation, Warehousing, Utilities

Public Administration 

Construction 

Other Services  

19%

 
18%

18%

 
11%

10%

5%

4%

2%

2%

11%

20% 

 

6% 

12% 

 

3%

7%

1%

0%

39%

2%

10%



Source: MTA 2021; NYS DOT, 2019 Annual Average Daily Traffic data, NYC DOT 2022.
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Chinatown Transportation 

  Chinatown Transportation

  Bus Routes    Bicycle Lanes                 NYC Subway

DATA APPENDIX

Average Daily Vehicular Traffic (2019) 

17,937  Bowery between Division and Delancey 
streets  

34,398    Canal Street between West  and Allen 
streets  

9,333  Chrystie Street between Canal and 
East Houston streets 

9,193  East Broadway between Bowery and 
Grand Street 

9,431  Grand Street between Bowery and  
FDR Drive 

2,507    Hester Street between Centre and 
Chrystie streets 

49,627   Manhattan Bridge 

2,831    Mott Street between Worth and 
Bleecker streets

Average Monthly Bus Ridership (2021)

31,227  M9

57,301       M14A SBS

83,710       M15 Local

151,436     M15 SBS

11,135  M22

8,143  M55

49,945  M103

Average Weekday Subway Ridership   
(2021) 

10,976 Grand St

17,929 Canal St

6,371 East Broadway

1,549 Bowery

10,392  Brooklyn Bridge- 
City Hall/Chambers St

DB

WRQN J 6Z

ZJ

ZJ 5 64

F

Pedestrian Counts (2021) 
Forsyth Street between Canal and Division streets

844   Weekday Morning

2,607 Weekday Afternoon

1,880   Weekend  

Bicycle Ridership (2021) 
Manhattan Bridge Bike Path

2,551   Winter Daily Average

5,318 Spring Daily Average

5,635   Summer Daily Average  

4,109   Fall Daily Average  

18 Avenue NYC Commercial District Needs Assessment



  Commercial Revitalization, Avenue NYC multi-year grant of $300,000 awarded to Think!Chinatown, 2021-2024.

  Commercial Revitalization, Avenue NYC single-year grant of $100,000 awarded to Chinatown BID, 2021-2022.

  Open Streets, Grant of $28,000 awarded to Chinatown BID, 2021.

  COVID-19 Commercial District Support, Strategic Impact Grant of $20,000 awarded to Think!Chinatown, 2021.

  COVID-19 Commercial District Support, Strategic Impact Grant of $20,000 awarded to Welcome to Chinatown, 2021.

  Neighborhood 360° Fellows Host Organization, awarded to Chinatown Partnership, 2017-2018.

  Neighborhood Challenge, Grant of $100,000 awarded to Chinatown Partnership, Think!Chinatown, and Postlight, 2017.

Recent SBS Neighborhood Investments

Sources
ESRI and Consumer Expenditure Surveys, Bureau of Labor Statistics. 2022 ESRI Retail Demand Outlook.

Metropolitan Transportation Authority, 2021. Average Weekday Subway Ridership and Average Monthly Bus Ridership.

NYS Department of Labor. May 2022. Unemployment Rate Rankings by County.

NYS Department of Transportation. 2019 Annual Average Daily Traffic, using Traffic Data Viewer.

NYC Department of Finance, Division of Tax Policy, using data from NYS Department of Taxation and Finance. Business sales are reported by tax year, which runs 
from March 1st to February 28th. Sales data are compiled from sales tax returns, which are rolled up by tax filer within a year, excluding returns with negative sales 
amounts. For each year, each tax filer is reported according to the address listed on their latest return. Large outliers were removed from the analysis, and the top 
5% of filers from Manhattan and the top 1% of filers from the outer boroughs by sales were removed.

NYC Department of Small Business Services. Fiscal Year 2021. Business Improvement Districts Trends Report.

NYC Department of Transportation. 2021 Pedestrian Counts and Bicycle Ridership. 

U.S. Census Bureau. 2019. OnTheMap Application. Longitudinal-Employer Household Dynamics Program.

U.S. Census Bureau. American Community Survey, 2019 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, using NYC Population FactFinder. Chinatown Census 
Tracts: 6, 8, 16, 18, 25, 27, 29, 31, 41, 45.

Photo Credits: Think!Chinatown: Alice Liu, Cal Hsiao, Dan Ahn, Huayu Ouyang, Kyle Lui, Sheng Lin. © NYC & Company: Christopher Postlewaite, Dim Sum Go Go, 
Mischelle Moy, Tagger Yancey IV, Walter Wlodarczyk, Will Steacy. Wikimedia Commons: Jim Henderson. NYC SBS: Andrew Marcus.

Existing Plans & Studies 
Chinatown Downtown Revitalization Initiative (DRI) Strategic Investment Plan, Chinatown Local Planning Committee, 2022.

Chinatown Impact Study: State of Neighborhood Small Businesses, Welcome to Chinatown, 2022. 

Small Business, Big Losses: The Impact of the Covid Crisis on Asian Small Business in New York City, Asian American Federation, 2021.

Chinatown: State of Neighborhood Small Businesses Survey, Welcome to Chinatown, 2021.

SoHo/NoHo Neighborhood Plan, NYC Department of City Planning, 2021.

Shared Vision for 70 Mulberry Street, NYC Department of Citywide Administrative Services, 2020.

Gateways to Chinatown: Canal Street Triangle Conceptual Design, NYC Department of Transportation, 2020.

Chinatown Working Group Plan, Chinatown Working Group, 2014.

Canal Area Transportation Study, New York Metropolitan Transportation Council, 2011. 

Zoned Out: Chinatown and Lower East Side Residents and Business Owners Fight to Stay in New York City, Bethany Y. Li, Asian American Policy Review, 2010.

Chinatown Bus Study, NYC Department of City Planning, 2009. 

Revitalizing Chinatown Businesses: Challenges and Opportunities, Asian American Federation, 2008.

A Cultural HeART for Chinatown, C.R.E.A.T.E. in Chinatown, 2008.

America’s Chinatown: A Community Plan, Rebuild Chinatown Initiative, Asian Americans for Equality, 2004.
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The NYC Department of Small Business Services helps unlock economic 
potential and create economic security for all New Yorkers by connecting 
New Yorkers to good jobs, creating stronger businesses, and building a 
fairer economy in neighborhoods across the five boroughs. 

ABOUT SBS

nyc.gov/avenuenyc
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